
The man this award is intended to honor. 

Roy “Pa” Keeler 

To those of us that were privileged enough to have known him there 

is the responsibility of keeping his spirit alive. 

In doing this we may pass on to others what we received from Roy 

and to impart, in some small measure, what it truly means to be a 

friend. 

 

 

 
Man of history:  Roy Keeler of Eaton Rapids was an authority on Michigan’s 

outdoor history.  He is also instrumental in starting the black powder hunting 

season.  Roy passed away February 5, 1998 at age 80. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Roy “Pa” Keeler 

To his friends and even those who knew him from afar, Keeler was a living history 

book of Michigan’s outdoor heritage. 

From trapping to furs to traditional black powder rifles, Keeler was the source of 

historical outdoor information. 

Pa was a historian, a walking encyclopedia.  He was always there to help in any 

way, whether it was beginners or young kids.  He was more than happy to share his 

knowledge.   

Pa’s passion was old time firearms.  He hunted all kinds of game with black powder 

guns and was the person most responsible for convincing the state to add a black powder 

deer season in December.  When the first black powder hunt was held in 1975 about 8500 

hunters joined in the hunt Keeler created. 

Pa was extremely respected for his shooting skills and few blackpowder shoots 

happened without him.   

He was a lifetime member of many shooting and gun-history groups including the 

Ohio Gun Collectors Association, the Michigan Antique Arms Association, the Eaton 

Rapids Conservation Club and the 3 Fires Muzzle Loaders Club.  He also belonged to the 

Chief Okemos Sportsman Club, Michigan Schutzen Society, National Muzzleloading 

Rifle Association, Michigan State Muzzleloading Association and the American Single 

Shot Rifle Association. 

He made a big impression on anyone that met him.  If you met “Pa” once the next 

time you met him he would treat you like a long lost friend. Roy was always more 

interested in what you had to say than he was in trying to tell you anything about himself. 

He had a wealth of information and a willingness to share everything he had. 

He was a tough old mountain man that was born 100 years later than he should have 

been. However this was fortunate for the rest of us because he was able to teach so many 

so much, not only about black powder shooting but about life in general. 

Pa Keeler set a standard for the rest of us to try and live up to, and in doing so, 

made the world a better place to live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

              
  

HARRY HAUCH 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

1999 

 
A very happy and surprised Harry Hauch became the first recipient of the Spirit of Roy 

Keeler Award at the State Shoot this year.  He received a traveling trophy built by Wayne 

Lamson along with a handsome silver pin to keep as his own.  Harry has always been in 

Black Powder Sports and a very good competitor.  Willing to help others learn the sport, 

lending a hand at the club shoots and donating prizes.   

Harry’s address is 1236 W. John Beers, Stevensville, Mi. 49127.  

269-429-2688  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



                  

 

BILL SHELLHORN 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2000 
 

 

The 2000 recipient for the Spirit of Roy Keeler Award was none other than our very 

own store keeper Bill Shellhorn.  How many of has pawed through his tables of goodie at 

the gun shows, rushed to the traveling trailer store for a box of balls to finish that 

important match, or made a special trip to his home store, Ye Ole Blackpowder Shoppe in 

Auburn, Michigan, just to see the latest in black powder rifles and shooting supplies.  He 

has always donated generously to club shoots and has been a good competitor.  He and his 

store have helped to keep our sport alive and flourishing through the many years and we 

look forward to many more.   

Bill’s address is 309 Frances Ct., Auburn, Mi.  

989-662-4227 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ROBERT A. ELKA 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2001 
 

Bob has been studying, building, and shooting muzzle loading firearms since he learned 

how to walk. (That has been a few years).  

He is a competitor that enjoys the challenge of keeping them all in the center of the 

target, which he does with a very annoying regularity. He is also a builder of top quality 

firearms that are of the highest order. 

However most of all Bob is a people person. He has never let his shooting or building 

get in the way of just stopping what he is doing and carrying on a 5 minute, or 5 hour, 

conversation with a person with a question about the sport. 

During Bob’s 60 odd years connected with the black powder sports he has amassed a 

great amount of information and knowledge however he is always searching for, and 

finding, more.  

With all this being said it is very fitting that Bob A. Elka was selected as a member of 

the Pa Keeler Society and the principals on which the society was founded could not be 

better exemplified.  

Bob resides at 9346 Oak Road in Willis, Mi. 48191.   

Phone 734-461-1882. 

 



 
 

CLYDE CARR 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2002 
Clyde Carr is known as Mr. Shot Gun to many people.  Clyde along with Roy Keeler was 

the one that was involved in having a separate weekend for the shotgun championships.   

 

Clyde still is on the shotgun committee and is very active and along with his wife Betty 

takes care of registration and scoring even though he doesn’t shoot anymore due to eye 

problems.  

 

Clyde is always promoting the sport of shooting whether it be shotgun or rifle.  He has 

donated a lot of time and gratuities to other clubs.  He was involved in getting a shotgun 

program at the Ionia club.  He donated and built a trap house for the Grand Valley Cap n 

Ballers Muzzle Loading Club™.  He has helped the Lansing Muzzle Loading Gun get 

their shotgun program started. 

 

Clyde resides at 602 W. State Road, Hastings, Mi. 49058.  

Phone 616-945-4950 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARRY FOSTER 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2002 
 

Harry’s name has been used by a multitude of people over the years. The same could be 

said of quite a few individuals however what sets Harry apart from the rest of us is the 

manner in which his name is used. More than one argument has been settled over the 

years when someone simply says “Harry said” and what ever follows is taken for fact. 

He has the rare quality of looking at any given problem that is presented, weighing both 

sides of the issue, and then making a decision that is in the best interest of the people 

affected, and the black powder shooting sports in general. 

Always fair, honest, above board, and to the point. Harry has a way about him that 

allows him to set things straight without ruffling too many feathers. 

Got a question? “Go see Harry”. 

Got a problem? “Go see Harry”. 

Want to spend a very enjoyable afternoon just talking to a real nice guy? “Go see 

Harry”. 

Harry resides at 55 W. Preuss Road in Manistee, Mi.  49660. 

Phone 231-723-9016 



 
 

CHUCK LANGWORTHY 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2003 
Chuck was real pleased about the award and could not believe that he as won 

something of this magnitude.  He started the Lansing Muzzleloading Gun Club back 50 

plus years ago with about 6 others.  Over the years he has been active in the NSSA and is 

a member of the Michigan Gun Collectors.  He is also a life member of the NMLRA, his 

card is so old that people think it is a stone tablet.  His life number is in the 400’s. 

He has always had a help others attitude.  His son Scott remembers having to lug 

around a tool box that contained everything needed to repair just about any problem a 

shooter could have.  Many times he would stop shooting and help another shooter get 

back to shooting and never finish his own match.  He has been building muzzleloaders for 

50 or 60 years and helping others with building their own.  He is a master gun smith, 

modern or muzzleloader.  He builds a muzzleloader that can shoot.  He has donated rifles 

and pistols to the NMLRA.  Although he does not shoot anymore, he is still very active in 

the sport.  He will soon be 82 years young in February.   

After speaking with him about the award, he made it very clear that there are many 

others that are more qualified to receive this award and great thought should by given to 

people in all divisions of the sport. 

Chuck resides at 721 E. Harris Street, Lansing, Mi. 48906-3334. 



 
 

BERNARD TRANTHOM 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2004 
Countless people have come to Bernie over the years and if it wasn’t for his input they 

would never have started shotgun and some of them even say they owe their success to the 

knowledge he shared with them. 

In the evenings as the sun sets, folks will settle around the camp fire for the night, 

Trantham’s camp site is filled with friends young and old, just waiting to hear a story or 

two from Bernie.   

They just soak it up.  It is so inspiring and so heartwarming to see how people of all 

ages, many are kids who are just getting started in the sport, respond to his childhood 

stories, and stories of past shoots.  Bernie and his wife Marian enjoy all of the interesting 

people they meet and the friendships that form even with teenagers, who value his wisdom 

so much. 

Bernie has supported the sport of muzzle loading and helped new shooters for many 

years get started by offering the use of his gun and knowledge. 

His wife Marian said “it was so fun to see the look of surprise on his face.  I am so 

proud of him, not just for his shooting, but for his dedication to something he loves so 

much and his ability to share that enthusiasm with others.” 

Bernie enjoys the sport and will continue to do it as long as he is able. 

 

Bernard Trantham – 22275 69
th

 St. South Haven, MI 49090 269-637-2951 



 
WAYNE LAMSON 

THE KEELER SOCIETY 

2005 

 
 

Bob Elka on the right is presenting Wayne Lamson with the Keeler Society Award at 

the Michigan State Rifle Championship Award Ceremony at Columbiaville in July 2005.   

Wayne has held day long clinics for children to shoot his bench gun at the Beaverton 

Shoot for many years, trying to pass on the love of black powder to our younger 

generation. 

He has been in our sport since the early 60”s and has been a formidable contender at all 

aspects of the sport.  He has always been there to help out a fellow shooter.   

Wayne has been active at all levels, home club, State and Nationals.  He has had a 

major role in the development of the Beaverton Club.   

He has held many offices at the State Level and been Chief Range Officer many times.  

Nationally, he reworked the Range Rules for the NMLRA which was no small feat, as 

well as other activities through the years.   

He has championed our sport with his great articles in the Muzzle Blast and magazines 

out side our sport. 

Wayne has approached our sport with a humor all his own that he shares with all of us.   

Wayne resides at 404 S. Ross St., Beaverton, Mi. 48612.  

Phone 989-435-9190 

 



  
Spirit of Roy Keeler Award 

2006 
RON FERNWALT 

Ron was voted into the Roy Keeler Society in 2006 as the result of countless years of 

dedicated effort to promote and expand our black powder shooting sports. 

Ron’s main interest is in the shot gun shooting sports and a list of all he has done for 

our sport is never ending. He has been instrumental in running herd on our Michigan State 

Muzzle Loading Shot Gun Championships as well as the shot gun matches at his home 

club of The Grand Valley Cap & Ballers. 

 

If not for Ron, and his efforts, our sport would be greatly diminished. It is doubtful that 

a more deserving person could ever be given the honor of being called “A Member of The 

Roy Keeler Society” 

Ron is one of those rare individuals that exemplify the old saying “What You See Is 

What You Get”. There is no hidden agenda to figure out, no secret plan behind his motive. 

It’s just good Ol’ Ron doing the work of ten people to make our sport better for the rest of 

us.  

 

Ron and his wife Bonnie live at 16808 Peach Ridge, Kent City, Mi. 49330 

Phone 616-675-7454 

   

 



 
Spirit of Roy Keeler Award 

                                                        2007 
 Joe “Doc” Valentin 

Joe was voted into the Roy Keeler Society in 2007. If there ever was a person that tried 

to avoid the spotlight it has to be Joe Valentin. 

He was instrumental in the formation of the Spirit of Roy Keeler Society and has been 

making the silver “Keeler Beaver” lapel pins that are awarded to each year’s recipient.  

His artistic talent and attention to detail are evident in all his black powder related 

creations. His dedication to the sport is evident by his enthusiastic involvement behind the 

scenes as well as his annual hosting of the Jerry Boyer Memorial Match that is held each 

year in Marlette Michigan. 

While Joe could never be considered a “Fierce Competitor” he is no stranger to the 

winners circle. If he gets beat he will congratulate the person that beats him, and if he 

wins the match he will be more than happy to give you another chance to beat him next 

week. 

Joe was gracious enough to forego earlier nomination into this prestigious society to 

keep it from looking like just another “Good Ol’ Boys” society. Thanks for being so 

considerate Doctor Joe, and Congratulations on your nomination and selection into the 

ranks.    

 

Joe Valentin 

6732 W. Marlette   

Marlette, Mi  48453 

989-635-2049 



 

                       

 
COTTON VOLRATH 

2008 KEELER AWARD 
 

Cotton has been involved in Muzzle Loading for well over 40 years.  He and Pa 
Keeler were two of a kind.  Cotton was an iron worker and traveled all over.  He 
was one of the earliest primitive shooters around.  He was very instrumental in the 
Tobacco River club located in Beaverton in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  

He is very knowledgeable and well versed on muzzle loading.  He has a lot of 
books and a great story teller that will keep people in tears laughing. 

He moved to the Upper Peninsula and was the spear head of putting together 
the Upper Peninsula State Shoot.   

He supplies the North West Council with their beads and is very much into the 
Indian and primitive artifacts.   

Cotton is a laid back person that gets the job done. 
Congratulations Cotton, you very much deserved the award. 

 

 

 



 
SCOTT LANGWORTHY (RIGHT) RECEIVING THE KEELER AWARD 2009 

 
Scott Langworthy isn't one of those guys that needs’ to be in the spotlight in order to find satisfaction 

in the Black Powder shooting sports. 

In fact Scott is one of those guys that shies away from the spotlight and would sooner work behind the 

scenes doing what ever no one else wants to do. 

Not so many years ago our State Association had trouble finding someone to score the targets that get 

shot in competition at our State Championships. It was an annual topic of discussion at our meetings and 

an almost constant source of problems. 

Scott stepped up to take on the task of assembling a crew of people to score all of our targets and 

relieve our association of the nagging problem. Scott gathered a group of extremely capable people to aid 

in the task of scoring targets, the problem went away, and the scoring crew has a good time working 

together. 

Through good health, bad health, and economic difficulty Scott has persisted and his efforts go on 

behind the scenes letting the rest of us shoot our targets. 

These are the qualities that the Keeler Society was built around and it does a person good to see this 

prestigious award presented to a person like Scott Langworthy. 

When he received the award, at this summers State Shoot, Scott’s comment was that there are many 

more people that are more deserving than he is. 

His comment stands as testimony that the Keeper Society is doing what it was intended to do.  

When someone is selected that says; 

“It’s about time I was recognized for all that I’ve been doing.”  

I’d say we are doing something wrong. 

Congratulations Scott and thanks for giving the rest of us something to aspire to. 

 

Scott Langworthy -300 Hodge - Lansing MI 48910 - 517-394-0140 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2010 Recipient 

DENNIS NEELY  
 

  Our Society took a big step forward this year when Dennis Neely was added to our roster. Dennis is a 

professional writer for several publications but most notably for Woods & Water News.  

  If you ever have time to sit and talk to this man you’ll need two things before you get started. One of 

them is some spare time because when you get him started talking about the future of our sport his 

passion for it will become quite evident. The other thing you’ll need is an open mind because Dennis sees 

things on a boader spectrum than the rest of us do. He leaves no stone unturned and no aspect of our sport 

is overlooked in his thoughtful consideration of each topic. 

  People like Dennis elevate our sport to a higher level and for that we are happy to add him to our roster. 

His first statement was that he wasn’t worthy of the honor but I think the qualifications should be left up 

to the Spirit of Roy Keeler and I know that this put a smile on Pa’s face. 

  Welcome to the Society Dennis and congratulations on your selection.  

 

Dennis Neely  

517-592-8762 

 

 



 
 

GUY R SMITH 

KEELER AWARD 2011 Recipient 
 

    I have known Guy Smith for nearly Fifty years now. It all started back in the early sixties, when we 

would compete against each other at matches around the state. In the early days, back in 1961 the 

Wyandotte Muzzle Loading Club. Started to hold the so called Michigan State Muzzle Loading matches. 

By the early 70's the Wyandotte club lost there shooting range. By 1973 the Wyandotte Club no longer 

existed. Many of the shooters from that group joined up with the Washtenaw Club. We sponsored the 

State Shoot in 1973 at Washtenaw.  I was in charge of the Washtenaw muzzle Loaders at the time. By 

that time the State shoot had grown to the point. That we realized that we had to get more clubs involved 

in putting on a state shoot. So the winter of 1973-74 I contacted six individuals from around the state. 

Those individuals where Guy Smith, George Booth’s Mysner, Clyde Carr, Max Schofield ,Billy Killian. 

We met at the Lansing Muzzle Loading Club. Guy Smith was our first chairman. Guy did a great job in 

getting the state shoot going. Guy has been involved in muzzle loading for many years now.  He was 

chief range officer for 26 years at Friendship. Now that's dedication. Guy has traveled around the county, 

going to all the clubs that were putting on Territorial matches. Guy has always been a very competitive 

shooter. His name appears on most of the State trophies. You might say Dick and his family have spent a 

life time promoting the sport of Muzzle Loading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

RANDY L. MACINNES 

KEELER AWARD 2012 Recipient 
 
Randy MacInnes has spent almost a lifetime in muzzle-loading. He is, of course, the son of the well 

known Jerry MacInnes, a former MSMLA member. Randy has retired from a successful career as a 

designer for a company that constructs shopping malls. Ask Randy about the elephant. He is a member of 

the Columbiaville club and competes both locally and nationally, principally in the bench rifle and slug 

gun disciplines. He also worked with the NMLRA in organizing the celebration of the organization's 75th 

anniversary. He manned their booth at several SHOT Shows. Paying his and Shelly's room and travel 

expenses out of his own pocket. He has encouraged his son and daughter in-law, Mike and Erin, to 

continue shooting and watched their children enjoy muzzle-loading shooting.  He has been President of 

the MSMLA several times; stepping up last year to do the job when no one else would take the position. 

He is a very organized and enthusiastic individual who can get the job done efficiently and well. 

Knowledgeable as to rules and regulations, both in competitive shooting and organizations, he is fair and 

firm. He doesn't hesitate to help people, sometimes before they know they need help, or to correct 

problems. He has loaned his bench and rifle to Junior shooters so that they could shoot the aggregate. 

Jerry would be proud, as the Society is, to see him as a member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

                                               ART POMRANKY 

KEELER AWARD 2013 
This years’ award for 2013 went to Art Pomranky, Now Art is not new to Muzzle 

Loading. Art and his family have been around the sport for 55 years, now that sounds like 

a long time, but Art still gets around to some of the shoots around the state. Art was one of 

the founders of the Midland Pine River Muzzle Loading Club and the Midland Antique 

Gun Show, Art was chairman of that show for two years.  

 

Art is now a member of the Northwest Counsel and Art and his family are very talented 

musicians, they play country and Bluegrass around camp fries of many of the shoots in the 

state. Most people know him for his antiques and collector of muzzle loading guns and 

Fur trade artifacts and this is where Pa Keeler fits in, they were very good friends, so it 

was easy to have Art as part and a new member of the Keeler Society.  

Welcome Art Pomranky 

 

 



                                          
 

                                                                 DAVID MADDOX 
                                                   KEELER SOCIETY 2014 

When I first met David was at Columbiaville at the state shoot.  This individual appeared to me to 

know what he was doing as far as running the range and being up to date on procedures, NMLRA rules 

etc. 

As time went on I got to know David better and I have worked with him on the sponsors for the 

state rifle matches, state   shoot schedule, newsletter and he is a good communicator on letting you 

know what is going on. 

David also has helped me at Grand Valley Cap N Ballers when our club hosted the NMLRA 

Territorial.  He supplied the match labels etc. and never charged our club for them along with guidance 

on how to run the event.   

David is a NMLRA, NRA member and also a CCW instructor and a safety instructor, a field rep 

and puts CCW classes on at his local club and turns the profit over to the club.  David made a trip from 

the east side of the state to Grand Valley to put on a safety class for new shooters at our Lady’s Rifle 

Frolic.  

At different times if I had a question on a NMLRA rule or anything in the sport of muzzle loading 

I have called him during an event to get his opinion or answer on a situation or a problem. 

David had a NMLRA class on the Saturday of the MSMLA Shotgun Championships and he made 

a trip to Gun River to set in on the shotgun membership meeting and had something going on Sunday 

and left that evening to get back home for the event, now that is dedication. 

The saying is that when one shoot is over, you start working on the one for next year.  This is a 

true fact as there was a misunderstanding in the cross stick matches from a competitor and he was on it 

right away and explained what the NMLRA rules are.  There was an error in the record holders in the 

state shoot schedule and he was on that right away also and got a hold of the people that were in charge 

and got it corrected for the records.   A copy of this has been sent to me for the program for 2014. 

He has helped different folks out in their shooting skills all the way to the paper work that needs 

to be done for an event.  If you have trouble getting a hold of the right person or don’t know who to get 

ahold of at the nationals, just call Dave, he will either do it, get you the person you need to talk to and 

phone number or call and find out for you who you need to get in touch with. 

One person cannot achieve these goals alone, he needs the most important person in his life to 

support him, his wife Marty, same reason I have and had in achieving my goals, my wife Bonnie. 

David, I know has achieved more goals and has been helpful to other people and clubs so they can 

achieve the goals they are after. 


