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It’s November already. Time to start packing 
the truck and head to my second home.  The 
Luce county deer camp that I have been 
going to since 1991. When I helped Doug 
build his camp that year I never expected it 
to be the start of a lifelong friendship.  
     We look forward to our time at camp. 
Usually we get a couple weekends there 
outside of deer season. Labor Day weekend 
we enjoy a relaxing weekend with our wives 
at camp. Late October is preseason camp 
time. We plan meal menu and confirm 
dates.  
  For several years until his death my father 
was a regular. He enjoyed the stories and 

eating foods mother wouldn’t cook. She 
never was a fan of game meat. After he 
passed my oldest brother Larry made a trip 
up with me. For a while he alternated 
between the u.p.  and St Helen with his 
brother-in law.  
    Sadly the property they hunted was sold. 
Happily he began hunting with us every year 
then. Others have come and gone but we 
have been a steady core. We are a calmer 
more relaxed group that probably hunts 
harder now than when we were younger.  
    So we are about to head to the great 
white north for eight days of relaxation and 
camaraderie. No tv, no phones, no worries. 
Hopefully a few visits from old friends 
checking in and checking on the hunting.  A 
special time of year in so many ways. From 
here the next event is muzzleloader camp.  
     Muzzleloader camp is a different place 
with different people but just as special. I 
hope everyone has their own special times 
coming in the near future. Enjoy and be 
safe. See you soon at another special event. 
Lyle. 
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The Manistee clan muzzle 
loading club 

It was another beautiful Michigan weekend 
for camping at the Rendezvou, Ahh the 
smell of campfires, and nights were cool 
enough to really enjoy them.  Only a little 
rain fell on the club ranges after many 
participants had already departed on 
Sunday.  There were 51 registrations this 
year, over 120 shooters and we hope that 
adults and children had a great time at our 
annual event. 

 

Project appleseed 

This years class was well attended at the 
Manistee Clan Muzzle Loading Gun Club 
held the end of June.  There were 24 
shooters enrolled.  The class was open to 
children and adults, beginners through 
expert shooters.  The excellent Appleseed 
instructors did a fine job incorporating 
Revolutionary War history with various 
marksmanship techniques.  Participants 
acquired advanced shooting skills.  The  
class will be offered next summer.  More 
information can be found on their web site.  
www.appleseedinfo.org 

FLINTLOCKS LLC  
6929 Beech Tree Road, Nineveh, In 46164  
Ph.: 317-933-3441  
www.myflintlock.com  
Shotgun wads, cleaning patches, 
percussion caps, flints  

 

BLUE WATER SPORTSMAN 
ASSOCIATION 

On December 31, 2019 at B.W.S.A., we will 
be having our "Last Blast of the Year".  It is a 
25 shot woods walk.  Registration is 9:00AM 
until 11:00A.M.  The fee is $15.00.  You get 
a lot of fun shooting, a hot lunch and many 
prizes. 

We have Rifle and Trade Gun 
divisions.  Period dress is appreciated but 
not required.  Bring your Knife, Hawk and 
Fire Starting material for more prizes, but 
not required.  Join us on December 31st, you 
will be glad you did! 

Ron Provost 

(810) 334-8718 

CUSTOM SMOOTH BORES 
J & L Horrigan Ent. 

Custom turned smooth bore barrels 

Larry Horrigan 269-793-3265 

Cell 269-845-0460 

E-mail lehorrigan@hotmail.com 
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Hawken 

History Classic 

Honors 

Muzzleloading 

Legacy 
by SSUSA Staff - Tuesday, September 10, 2019  

 

The National Muzzle Loading Rifle 

Association (NMLRA) has announced a new 

match series to begin in 2021 that will honor 

the 200th anniversary of Jake and Sam 

Hawken and their eponymous rifle. Every 

fall for five consecutive years (2021 to 2025) 

at the Daniel Boone Home in St. Charles 

County, MO, these annual Hawken History 

Classic gatherings will feature history 

recreated—including the opportunity to 

shoot an original Hawken Rifle. 

 

The classic American rifle, the Hawken was 

well-known for being light, short and handy. 

Mountain man Jim Bridger was known to 

use one during his exploits on the frontier. 

Not just another historical legacy match, the 

Hawken History Classic will be an 

opportunity to experience true Americana as 

it was. There will be living history displays, 

seminars on the Hawken Rifle and more. 

Speaking of the Hawken, if you happen to 

have one, be sure to bring it with you, 

because this is the ideal event to put it to 

good use. 

The NMLRA prides itself on events like this 

one and the similar Creedmoor 150 rifle 

match, which made its debut earlier this 

year. The theme of preserving history is 

summed up in the tagline that’s featured on 

the organization’s website: “We preserve 

our nation’s rich heritage.” 

In the September 2019 issue of the 

NMLRA’s magazine, Muzzle Blasts, the 

organization had this to say about the new 

event. 

“These annual Hawken gatherings will 

occur each fall for a period of 5 years. Each 

one will be an education of Hawken history 

and living history including shooting at the 

historic Daniel Boone Home … [It’s] a 

wonderful facility and they have graciously 

agreed to host these events. Bring your 

Hawken!” 

https://www.ssusa.org/
https://www.ssusa.org/
https://www.nrablog.com/articles/2017/9/the-hawken-gun-a-familys-contribution-to-the-evolution-of-american-arms
https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2019/5/27/inaugural-creedmoor-150-rifle-match
https://www.ssusa.org/


More information is forthcoming on this 

historic event. In the meantime, please 

subscribe to the SSUSA Insider newsletter 

to receive the latest updates. And, for more 

information on the National Muzzle Loading 

Rifle Association, you can visit their website. 

 

GRAND VALLEY CAP N 

BALLERS 

JAG SHOP 
Now Selling Schuetzen & Swiss 

Powder 
Call Jeff – 269-792-4384 

Ron – 616-836-5760 

 

Upper peninsula muzzle loading 
assn, inc 

At the close of the annual business meeting 
at this year's 
Rendezvous, long-time member Lyle Merrill 
was cited for his 
helpful involvement with the UPMLA and its 
activities over 
several decades. Lyle received a 
commemorative plaque from 
incoming president Lyle Hebert in 
appreciation of his help 
and commitment to the UPMLA. 
Lyle Merrill with Award 
 

Notes on the 2019 upmla, inc 
 
About 58 persons were on record as 
attending the rendezvous, 

and certainly more showed up as 
unrecorded visitors. This is 
slightly more than in 2018. Compared with 
recent years, the 
six juniors that registered represented a 
significant increase. 
Especially encouraging were the six 
individuals who attended 
and joined the UPMLA for the first time. 
The weather cooperated for the most part. 
A couple of passing squalls managned to 
wet down the participants in the 
Trade Gun Woods Walk. Some shooters 
were left scrambling 
to find oil to prevent their guns from 
rusting. 
For the Fun Shoot, Lyle H assembed an 
entertaining and 
challenging set of targets for this year's 
running of the event. 
Several of us were most grateful that 
nobody appeard to be keeping score. (A few 
years ago Lyle coordinated the Fun 
Shoot, and after the event was completed, 
he was overheard muttering something 
about "never again". His willingness to 
try again was certainly appreciated by all 
the participants.) 
The raffle events seemed to go well. Sale of 
raffle tickets is a significant part of the 
annual budget of the UPMLA. All of 
the individuals who donated prizes deserve 
thanks, and particularly Phill and Larry. 
They donated finely constructed shooting 
boxes and other prizes that displayed 
practiced wood working skills. Their 
donations resulted in the sale of very many 
raffle tickets. 
This year there were separate raffles for 
three notable prizes. Incoming president 
Lyle Hebert won the custom knife (which 
somehow soon came into the possession of 

https://www.ssusa.org/sign-up-for-updates


outgoing president John Pera). The custom-
decorated light rifle was won by Paul (Otter) 
Giltner. New member Matt Laird won 
the 58-caliber T/C Renegade rifle. 
Matt set up an impromptu display of several 
interesting breech loading non-cartridge 
firearms on Saturday afternoon. 
The technology of the needle guns used as 
military rifles by the Germans and French 
was especially fascinating, causing 
considerable comment among those who 
examined them. 
Once again, copies of the treasurer's report, 
a proposed 
agenda, and minutes of the previous annual 
meeting were 
distributed before the start of the business 
meeting, which 
saved time. Members who missed the 
meeting may obtain 
copies of these documents from the 
secretary on reques 

FOR SALE 

A very large selection of muzzle loading 
accouterments for sale---Anita Smith 

4# pure lead ingots-----------Anita Smith---
616-538-5394 

MIKE REECE (PICTURE NOT 
AVAILABLE) WON THE MSMLA 

PISTOL/REVOLVER CHAMPIONSHIP IN 
JULY HELD AT gvcnb 

 

Adam Sass won the Flint Championship 
Aggregate at the MSMLA Rifle/Pistol 

Championship held in July 

 

 

Alan Pichan on the left won the Musket 
Championship Aggregate at the MSMLA 

Rifle/ Pistol Championships held in July at 
Grand Valley Cap N Ballers 

 

 



 



 

 
Cal meabom  WON THE TRADE GUN 

LINE MATCH AGGREGATE HELD AT 

GVCNB IN JULY AT THE MSMLA 

RIFLE/PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

 
SERGE BOURDEAUX WON THE TRADE 

GUN PRIMITIVE AGGREGATE HELD AT 

GVCNB IN JULY AT THE MSMLA 

RIFLE/PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

 

Inductee 
received word that Sharron Smith from 

Beaverton, has been inducted into the 

NMLRA Hall of Fame.  Congratulations 

Sharron.  Hope to have a story on the in the 

next issue of the State Newsletter. 

 

UNDER THE WEATHER 
Sharron Smith will be having Hip Surgery on 

November 12th.  Wish her luck on a speedy 

recovery.  Her address is 965 Van Dyke 

Road, Beaverton, Mi. 48612 

 

 
 

Oh the weather outside is so 
delightful, winter is here early  

with deer season starting on 
Friday, then thanksgiving and 

soon will be Christmas, 
 

For sale 
Schuetzen 1 F powder cans $12.00 
Swiss 1 ½ f powder $22.00 

Gvcnb jag shop 
Jeff – 616-366-3404  ron 616-836-

5760 

 



Event schedule 
Don’t forget to get your event 

schedules dates to me by the 20th 
of november,  then will print 
what I have and mail to the 

contact person  for corrections 
if any and then the final one will 

be mailed around the 20th of  
December.  Cost is only 

$5.00/event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Msmla 
16808 peach ridge 
Kent city, mi. 49330 

 


