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President’s message 
 
     Once again, I write this article while 

away from home. This time it is from the 

comfort of my buddy’s deer camp north of 

Newberry. We are enjoying what has 

become an annual tradition. Labor Day 

weekend in the great U.P.  Diane and have 

been making this trip for several years now.  

    This tradition started when we delivered a 

farmall cub tractor with a mower deck to 

camp about 8 years ago. Often times we 

travel to Escanaba with friends for a day. 

There we take in the combination gun show, 

flea market, steam engine and tractor 

show. Afterwards we have dinner then head 

back to camp.  It makes for a busy day but 

we always have lots of fun.  

    I have been going to this camp since we 

built it 27 years ago. While living in 

Newberry for a few years I made friends 

with Doug Littlejohn. He had purchased 

some land a was beginning to build. I 

offered to help set floor joists, we hit it off 

and the rest is history. My brother the fossil 

and go up for a weekend in October and for 

deer season. Occasionally once in the 

summer if we have work to do on camp.  

     The fall shoots are upon us. The summer 

has flown by. It has been a busy year with 

some new experiences. We made it over to 

Manistee for the first time. Definitely will 

not be the last. Fun shoot program with real 

wonderful people. Many old friends there 

and many new ones.  

    Still several clubs we have not been to yet, 

but trying to see them all. Traveling around 

helps other clubs and is a way to help your 

club grow also. Grab a friend or a new 

shooter and take a road trip. Spread the joy 

of muzzleloader shooting. See you 

somewhere soon, Lyle. 

 
 



LANSING MUZLELOADING GUN CLUB 
 

 
 

2019 kids shoot was spectacular we had 12 

kids shooting and the scores were awesome 

they did everything like veteran shooters.   I 

couldn't be any more prouder of them all 

that's why I love doing this for them and to 

keep this sport going so bring all the kids 

you can up to age sixteen thank you 

sincerely 

 Jim Brotherton. 

 
 

GRAND VALLEY CAP N 

BALLERS 

JAG SHOP 
Now Selling Schuetzen & Swiss 

Powder 
Call Jeff – 269-792-4384 

Ron – 616-836-5760 

 

State rifle 
 

We have a builder for 2020. Steve Byers is 

going to build a 45 caliber Armstrong rifle. 

We have a stock for 7/8 barrel that 

Pecatonica donated to us. Looking for a 

large siler lock, barrel or any other parts we 

can get donated. If anyone hears of 

someone who wants to donate anything, 

have he or her call me at 989-746-0723.  

Thanks. Lyle 

 

 
 

Jaydon Wright took 1st place in the Junior 

Aggregate Championship and the Novice 

aggregate Championship at the MSMLA 

Championships 

 

WE NEED NEWS 
 

We have only heard from 2 or 3 clubs since 

Dennis Neely put the club roster together.  

Dennis spent over a year getting this job 

done.  If your club changes contact person 

be sure to let Dennis know or myself at 

rbfern@triton.net.  The advertising and 

articles are free.  Let other clubs know what 

is going on in your club and advertise your 

mailto:rbfern@triton.net


events.  We do not want the State News 

Letter be a one or two club letter.  Send your 

articles to rbfern@triton.net. 

 

 
 

Bob Wheelock placed 1st in the Overall 

Championship Aggregate, Primitive 

Aggregate, Light Bench Aggregate and the 

Old Timers Aggregate at the MSMLA 

Championships 

 

 

 
 

Wendy Kerry won the Flint Off Hand 

Aggregate at the MSMLA Championships 

 

The MSMLA Bench Gun and X Stix 

Aggregate Championship was won by Dick 

Thorn 

 

FLINTLOCKS LLC  
6929 Beech Tree Road, Nineveh, In 
46164  
Ph.: 317-933-3441  
www.myflintlock.com  
Shotgun wads, cleaning patches, 
percussion caps, flints  
 

 

 
 

The group of women that participated in 

Fun Tyme at the range held at Grand Valley 

Cap N Ballers Muzzle Loading Gun Club.  

(Missing some from the photo that left 

early) 

 

BLUE WATER SPORTSMAN 
ASSOCIATION 

On December 31, 2019 at B.W.S.A., we will 
be having our "Last Blast of the Year".  It is a 
25 shot woods walk.  Registration is 9:00AM 
until 11:00A.M.  The fee is $15.00.  You get 
a lot of fun shooting, a hot lunch and many 
prizes. 

mailto:rbfern@triton.net


We have Rifle and Trade Gun 
divisions.  Period dress is appreciated but 
not required.  Bring your Knife, Hawk and 
Fire Starting material for more prizes, but 
not required.  Join us on December 31st, you 
will be glad you did! 

Ron Provost 

(810) 334-8718 

Msmla shotgun championships 

The MSMLA Shotgun Championships were 
held August 15ththru the 18th at the Grand 
Valley Cap N Ballers Muzzle Loading Gun 
Club Range located in Burnips, Mi.  The 
week was very pleasant until Sunday, which 
there was some shooting that got in before 
the rain.  A couple of people finished their 
match while it was still raining.  

Because of the rain and storm instead of 
having shoot offs everyone agreed to select 
the winners by the longest string.  There 
was two matches that the longest string 
was the same and a coin was tossed for the 
winner.    

Of course after the awards were over the 
storm was over. 

I will not have the placings until the next 
issue as I have not received the paper work 
for the final winners. 

We do encourage you folks that shoot to 
attend the meeting on Saturday night as 
your input is very important to us.  
Remember it is your association and in 
order to improve we need your input. 

There was only one sponsor for the Black 
Powder Cartridge Matches.  Those matches 
were going to be dropped 2020 but we had 
a couple of people said they would sponsor 
them.  Anyone that would like to sponsor a 
match is only $25.00, make the check out to 
MSMLA-Shotgun and send to 16808 Peach 
Ridge, Kent City, Mi. 49330 

All in all we had a good turn out this year 
and the bottom line looked good 

Women’s annual shoot at grand 
valley cap n ballers range 

Saturday was the official shoot day. Eleven 

women came to take on the challenges 

Jeff's targets were ready to offer us. The 

name of the shoot does not do it justice! We 

had a ball this year, every year we wonder 

how could we have any more fun shooting. 

In addition, each year something to 

remember comes up! 

 

For me this year I spent the entire day 

stumping the range officers on how I got a 

short start stuck in the barrel or why the 

hammer would not hit the nipple hard 

enough. Oh the mysteries! These guys had 

the patience of Job. My Granddaughter had 

a few dry balls, and Bonnie rounded up the 

woes with the fact she came to the shoot 

with a gun with no lock in it. Hubby cleaned 

it and forgot to put it back in. (heart was in 

the right place, just forgot.)She rallied with 

borrowed guns. We finished the day with a 

few fair to middling shots. And a heck of a 

lot of laughter at each other and ourselves. 

Barb McCallister showed all of us how it is 

done, she has had some great shots! 



New to the shoot this year were Shar and 

Frances. Found a big smile on Shar's face 

most of the time. Frances is totally hooked 

on the sport and we will see lots more of 

her. Every target got better than the one 

before. Welcome to both of you! 

The kitchen survived with Master Chef John 

in charge. Cheryl, his equally good cook, 

abandoned her cooking spatula for a long 

rifle and joined us on the range.ad his w 

We had Dennis Neely and his wife Tammy 

visit the shoot on Saturday. Hope all the 

laughing and fun did not leave him thinking 

we do not take our competition seriously, 

but with good friendships among us, great 

appreciation for our range officers, and are 

competitors that love our sport of muzzle 

loading and I think we have a few more 

looking forward to next year. 

 We had some fun afternoon competition at 

the hawk and knife, rolling pin toss, and at a 

hot game of beanbag tossing before supper. 

Jeff gave out awards Saturday night. 
We all shared in the fun and Barb 
McCallister made sure that many of the 
competitors that would not have won the 
top awards had a chance at the prizes by 
donating some of her winnings to others in 
line. Again so nice of her, she is a classy 
lady.  

Sunday was a new day, and somehow 
all the guns behaved themselves. So the 
range officers and helpers had a 
reprieve from "guns gone bad.” 
We had a great morning shooting the 
challenging metal targets. Super time had 
by all. 
Next year we need to get a few more to try 
the shoot for the first time, and some of the 
old shooters to come and join us again. 

Thank you to all the men who did such a 
great job making the shoot fun and safe. 
Thanks to those who served us two great 
meals. 

Thank you Janet Tessman for starting 
the shoot years back and to Grand Valley 
for carrying on the tradition, and to Dennis 
Neely for coming to see that women can 
enjoy this great sport of Muzzle Loading, 
and maybe Tammy can join us next year.  

We would and did come not looking 
for expensive prizes, but looking forward to 
trying our skills against and with each other. 
(Also laughing always the fun and 
laughing.)  

I have one last note. I lost two 
matches to a blind range officer named Ron, 
who could not find but one shot in the 
center of my targets. Dead center, one after 
the other. I tried to show him the ragged 
edges, asked for him to put the rings on it, 
left them on the cardboard backers, all you 
need to do to prove you have a 50 XXXXX. 
What did I get for my great efforts? The first 
ever range officer signature signed, B.S. 
targets,. Can you believe that? And oh yes, a 
great laugh! 
 
See you at the shoot Paulette 
 

 

http://range.ad/


SPRING BROOK TRADING CO. 
EST 1990                                                                                                                                                                                        

Black Powder Shopp 

   

 whammond88@hotmail.com 
William F. Hammond, 9024 E Spicerville Hwy 

 

CUSTOM SMOOTH BORES 
J & L Horrigan Ent. 

Custom turned smooth bore barrels 

Larry Horrigan 269-793-3265 

Cell 269-845-0460 

E-mail lehorrigan@hotmail.com 

 

 
Loss of a loved one 

Wes and Gloria O’Dell son Scott passed 

away on August 4, 2019 at the age of 44.  

Please keep the O’Dell family in your 

prayers.  Wes & Gloria’s address is 2800 W. 

Snover Road, Mayville, Mi. 48744 

 

 
 

Bonnie Fernwalt WON THE Ma Keeler 

Championship Aggregate at the MSMLA 

Rifle/Pistol Championship held in July at 

GVCNB. 

 

 

 
 

Matt Crum Won the MSMLA Championship 

Aggregate, Off Hand Aggregate, Pa Keeler 

Aggregate 

 

 
 

Marty Maddox winner of the Women’s 

Championship Aggregate at the MSMLA 

Rifle/Pistol Championships 

 

 

The remaining winners of the Rifle/Pistol 

and Shotgun Championships will be in the 

next issue of the Newsletter 
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Range Officer Ron and Bob helping a 

young lady out with her gun at the Fun 

Tyme at the range. 

 

 
 

How did we do ma?  Jackie Armstrong and 

Lee Patterson checking their targets out to 

see how well they shot 

 

 

Thank you 
 

Thank you Dennis Neeley for the pictures 

taken at the Fun Tyme at the Range (For 

Lady’s Only) held at Grand Valley Cap N 

Ballers Muzzle Loading Gun Club 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A young girl pictured with Jim Brotherton 

of the Lansing Muzzle  Loading Gun Club 

that won a trophy in the kids shoot at their 

fall event.  Jim has done a fantastic job on 

putting the kids shoot on at their fall 

event.  Keep up the good work Jim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MSMLA 

16808 Peach Ridge 

Kent City, Mi. 49330 

 


